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Greetings

We thank all of you who renewed their membership and
those who just became members. Great to have you all
on board! We appreciated seeing such a strong crowd at
our January presentation on Roy Faulkner by his daughter,
Donna Barron. Great talk and discussion on an extremely
important historical figure within the history of the mountain
and village and the Society was honored with a signed
copy of “The Man Who Carved Stone Mountain” by Donna
for our library. We are looking at doing a new exhibit on a
Stone Mountain artist, Margaret Ratcliff, this spring and are
working with the City on World War | Centennial planning
for the fall. We are also planning a Retrospective on Mayor
Randolph Medlock later in the year. On the social side,
we will host a High Tea in partnership with Sweet Aroma
on Sunday the 25th from 12:30 to 3:30 pm and come and
enjoy springtime on our porch when our Cheers! starts on
Friday March 30th.

We invite the membership to contribute information about
historic Stone Mountain — houses, families and events -
from your own knowledge or research for posting in our
newsletter. Please email stonemtnhistoricsociety @gmail.
com or call Mary Beth Reed 770-498-4155 ext. 128. We
look forward to hearing from you.

Finally, each member received a complimentary calendar
filled with historical Stone Mountain photographs in
appreciation for your continued support. We hope you
enjoy it!
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Best Wishes to Kathryn Wright!

Kathryn is the heart, soul, and smile of our organization and we all
wish her a speedy recovery as she starts therapy after a car accident
earlier this month. She has an indomitable spirit and we know she
will be out golfing as soon as she is able. A group of friends “Kathryn’s
Team” organized by Melanie Florence gathered on the Wells Brown
stairs (see above) for a photograph to show their support.

Our Friend in Stone Mountain - Margaret
Ratcliff Exhibit

Margaret “Peggy” Ratcliff, a Stone Mountain based artist for two
decades, produced a wealth of enamels, ceramics, pottery, oil
paintings and watercolors over her professional life. She was known
in particular for her enamelwork and her beautifully rendered plates
and bowls that show a love of nature and animals drawn from her
surroundings.

She sometimes did commissions and we at New South Associates
are fortunate to have been given a welcome gift to the village that
was produced by Ms. Ratcliff in 1994. It features a prehistoric pot —
perfect gift for an archaeological firm. The exhibit opens at the Wells
Brown House on March 25th. If any members have a Ratcliff piece
we can borrow for the exhibit please call Mary Beth Reed 77-498-
4155 ext. 128.

PRIVATE ROY MITCHELL

Stone Mountain, Ga.

Private Mitchell entered the
service July 16th, 1918. He was
attached to the General Hos-
pital, Medical Department,
Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Private
Mitchell contracted pneumonia
while he was visiting his home
on a furlough, and died at Stone
Mountain, Georgia (date of
death not known).

Stone Mountain World
War | Banner Program

Do you have a relative or know of a
World War | veteran that you wish to
honor? Please contact Kim Cumbie
at kcumbie @stonemountaincity.
org or Theresa Hamby at thamby @
newsouthassoc.com.



World War | Centennial - Veteran Commemoration on
Main Street

November 11, 2018 marks 100 years since the end of the Great
War. Join us in celebrating the centennial with a banner program
and a service, hopefully at the mountain summit just as they did in
1918 (see below). More on the service in July as we proceed with
planning. We will keep you posted.

PEACE IS CELEBRATED '
TOP STONE MOUNTAIN i

Stone Mountain, Ga., November 11.
(Special.)—Stone Mountain cele- |
brated the signing of the armistice .
and ending the war by building a |
great bonfire on top of the moun- |
tain around which the entire citi-
zenship gathered and sang “Amer-
ica” and “The Star Spangled Ban-
ner.” Following the din of many
horns and bells the quiet ceremonyv
on top of the mountain was very
impressive. A patriotic address
was delivered by Colonel Carl L. .
Guess, representative-elect from De- !
Kalb, and prayer was offered by
Rev. E. G. Thomason. ‘

The DDA’s “Look” committee and the Historical Society are teaming
up to honor WWI veterans from the village, or veterans related to
residents, with abanner on Main Street. The banners will be on display
in September and October. We are asking community members to
sponsor a banner that will include a photograph, name, a branch of
service, and the relationship of the veteran to the community. We are
hoping to have two sets, each for a month-long display. Banners can
be sponsored for $50 (check written to the Historical Society) and
they will be returned to the sponsor at the close of the celebration or
can be donated to the Historical Society.

Georgia State University Intern Works on Georgia
Railroad Logbooks

Graduate student Pam Enlow Devore has chosen to work with the
Central of Georgia Railroad ledger books found in the Depot rafters
two years ago. She has almost completed her graduate studies at
Georgia State University. We are looking forward to hearing about
her findings on Stone Mountain’s historic commercial life, specifically
those merchants and individuals who used rail service in their
business.

CASES SO0 A

Over Half of Main Business
Block Wiped Out in Early |
Morning Blaze. |

|
Fire which started at midnight and!
burned unti] 4 o'elock yesterday morn=
ing wripsd out srer half the main busi-
nass block of Stons Mountaln and caus-
+d a property loss esilmated at about
$30,000, of which leas than §10.000 is
sald to have been coversd by Insurance.
The following places of business ware ;
deatroyed: |
The Stona Mountaln bank. I
The H. C. Tuggls Drug Nmmn}"::
store. I
The Bieve A. Wells Furniture com-
pany's store.
i Misa Dorothy MeCurdy'a :nl]]innr;fi
| mtore. |
i The Modern store
Cffica of Dr. W. T. MoCurdy :
| Office of Dr. b F. Wella. i
Willlams & Carner's cation nnﬂ;
warshouas, |
MeCurdy livery stabie
Two blackemith shops. |
The Stones Mountain Masonic bhall was
completely deatroyed and tha HStoos
[ Moumtain jall was damaged to the ex-
| tent of mbout §200.
|  Only tireless sffort oo the part of ths
people of Bions Mountaln who, scant-
ly clad, worked four hours in the eold |
saved the Granite bank, the Bouthsmrn |
Hell telephone exchange and the other|
adjacent bulldings whish wers Iell
standing. |
Started In Drug Stores. |
The fire originated, it I8 belleved, In |
the H, C. Tuggle Drug company's stors |
on the ground foor of the MeCurdy |
bullding. This building, the first to go
was valusd at $6,000 and rarried only |
$3.000 insurance. ©Omly Its walle re-
main |
Without watérwarka or flre-fighting |
apparatus, the town for & limn wWaa In
deeperate stralts, but practically every |
citizen fell to work with azes and buck- |
#ts and it was dua to thelr herole ef- |
forts that the flames were finally |
checked. Ald was asked of the Decatur
firs department but no Appartus was
wenl, as it was kmown that the equip- |
ment would be useless becauss of the
lack of water i
|  The flamea aitracted a large num-
her of nearby residents, who Came up
hy Autés and helped Im combatting tha
| flames.  Mayor Halph MeClelland, who
directed the fire fighters, was loud In
pralse of threa men wha did affective |
rand daring work
Three Heroes Nomed. 1
“Thres of the bors wha ware made!
s by the fire were Dean Rhodes |
Awtrey and & by named Han-
said Mayor MeClslland, “They
ofn the roef of the Granita bank
ing water while the flames were

f the banok, would nnt
the roof wntil all
WAS OVEr.” i
i rescue party saved twanty-fifa
| mules from tha E\'-\_.".J.'ﬂ_' barn just in
the niek of time
dtone Mountaln has now had foaur
iilsastirous flres In the past Wenty
For the purpore of preveniing
ster a progresalve fuc
nuntain citizens some

ago =laried &8 agitating Tor
“ d i==us for waterworks and sew-
| rrage Bonds were defeated. how-,
ever, by twenty-ona voles In an elec- ||
ftlon held Im December.

This happened In
1918......

Atlanta Journal

Constitution, January 3




Front Porch Get Together

at the Wells Brown House, March 30, 4:00-6:00 pm.

The Wells Brown House and grounds are
beautiful in all seasons and are available
for small gatherings. It is a perfect setting
for an intimate wedding, bridal or baby
shower, or meeting and we are happy to
work with you to make sure your event is
a success.

If you are interested, please contact Pat
Boudreau, p.boud@yahoo.com




